
Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma, Inc

2021 Budget Proposal Summary

2020

2021 

Proposed

Revenue

2020 LSC Grant Carryover (Basic Field Only) 1,600,000

Unresticted Donations 500,000 500,000

Sarkeys Foundation 20,000             -                

Medical Legal Partnership OU Tulsa 84,749             84,749          

MLP - Okla City County Health Dept 50,000             50,000          

Oklahoma Bar Foundation (OBF) Foreclosure/Other Grants 130,000           135,000         

Zarrow, Anne and Henry Foundation 85,000             85,000          

Inasmuch Foundation 80,000             90,000          

ONEOK Foundation 10,000             10,000          

Bernsen Foundation 15,000             15,000          

John Steel Zink Foundation 15,000             15,000          

Mervin Bovaird Foundation 15,000             15,000          

George Kaiser Family Foundation 180,000           180,000         

Gelvin Foundation 4,000               -                

Zarrow, Maxine and Jack Foundation 10,000             10,000          

Gallogly Foundation 27,500             -                

Conoco Phillips 2,500               2,500            

Sharna & Irvin Frank Foundation 10,000             10,000          

Schusterman Foundation/Tulsa Court Parent Representation -                  778,461         

Flint Foundation 40,000             -                

Oklahoma Bar Foundation (OBF) - IOLTA 85,000             85,000          

Mercy Hlth-Ardmore 50,000             -                

Comanche County MLP 50,000             -                

Total Foundations (Restricted) 963,749 1,565,710

Ada Regional United Way 6,525               6,000            

United Way of Southwestern Oklahoma (Lawton) 13,500             12,502          

Lake Area United Way (Muskogee/Tahlequah) 37,582             37,963          

United Way of Norman 48,110             51,277          

United Way of Central Oklahoma (OKC) 126,000           126,378         

United Way of Pottawatomie County (Shawnee) 3,333               1,250            

United Way of South Central OK (Ardmore) 12,368             11,900          

United Way of Stephens County (Duncan) 5,000               5,000            

United Way of Payne County (Stillwater) 11,800             12,000          

United Way of Tulsa 472,660           536,245         

United Fund of Woodward 5,000               5,000            

United Way of McAlester (former service area) -                  5,765            

Total United Way 741,878 811,280

Areawide Aging Agency 58,619             117,238         

Association of South Central Oklahoma Government 26,447             26,447          

Central Oklahoma Economic Development District 22,594             22,594          

Eastern Oklahoma Development District 36,499             51,499          

Grand Gateway Economic Development Association 47,934             47,934          
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Kiamichi Economic Development District of OK 22,750             22,750          

Long Term Care Authority of Enid 24,090             24,090          

Oklahoma Economic Development Association 25,934             25,934          

Southern Oklahoma Development Association 25,601             25,601          

Southwestern Oklahoma Development Authority 24,569             24,569          

Indian Nation Council of Governments 43,904             68,904          

Eastern OK Dev District - Younger Caregivers 5,000               -                

Eastern OK Dev District - Younger Relatives 500                  -                

Total Title III Grants 364,441 457,560

Legal Services Corporation  Basic Field 4,864,596        5,148,420      

Legal Services Corporation Migrant 169,140           179,016         

LSC COVID -                

TIG 16054 DV Connect -                

TIG 16055 Triage -                

TIG 18009 Utah contract 5,000               -                

LSC Telecommuting -                

LSC Disaster Mitigation 212,000           212,000         

LSC Disaster Response 325,000           325,000         

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)  - Grants and Subgrants 2,167,270        1,424,495      

Navigator 150,000           295,973         

MLP Cherokee Nation 34,384             -                

SSVF Support Services for Veterans _Goodwill 48,000             48,000          

Fair Housing 300,000           300,000         

The Education and Employment Ministry 25,000             25,000          

DOJ/OVW Rural (Osage Nation) 82,500             82,500          

OVW Subgrant (Poteau) 75,000             -                

DOJ Opioid 250,000           260,000         

CTAS Cherokee Nation 80,000             80,000          

LAV Palomar 200,000           200,000         

Low Income Tax Clinic 63,000             63,000          

Total Federal Funding 9,050,890 8,643,404

DHS Foster Care Prevention 400,000           400,000         

OK Department Human Services TANF 170,720           200,720         

OK State Revolving Fund 909,613           873,034         

Total State Funding 1,480,333 1,473,754

City of Tulsa Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) 20,520 20,520

Oklahoma City Muni Court (PD) 505,520           456,072         

City of OKC CBDG (Eviction/Foreclosure prevention) 249,750         

City of OKC Social Services Grant (SSG) 5,000               5,000            

City of OKC ESG-COVID -                  105,363         

City of OKC Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) 34,105             34,105          

Total City Funding 565,145 870,810

OK Aids Care Fund 20,000 -                

Bama Caring Center 80,000 80,000          

Citizen Potawatomi - employees -                  80,000          
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Muscogee (Creek) Nation - Embedded Attorney 60,000 60,000          

Tulsa ReEntry CSC 37,500             -                

MCN-Family Violence Prevention Program 45,000             75,000          

CAA OKC - CARES 60,000          

Citizen Potawatomi Re-entry 97,500             37,500          

Center for Employment Opportunties 75,000             40,000          

Total Private Grants 415,000 432,500

Investment Income 54,000 54,000

Miscellaneous Revenue 3,000 3,000

Attorney Fees 200,000           200,000

Cy Pres Awards 100,000           100,000.00    

Total Other Funding 357,000 357,000

Total Revenue 14,438,436 16,712,018

Expense

Salaries 8,687,006 9,998,168

Benefits 2,728,436 3,105,380

Total Payroll Expense 11,415,442 13,103,548

Occupancy 841,496 913,980

Office Expense 193,446 193,446

Telephone 175,750 206,028

Travel 162,383 162,383

Litigation 50,000 50,000

Training 53,000 53,000

Library 68,207 70,500

Dues & Fees 59,000 60,000

Insurance 64,640 67,476

Professional Services 447,475 410,630

Contract Attorneys 90,796 752,780

Equipment Rental 110,000 117,902

IT equipment and software 146,631 195,648

Depreciation 6,526 8,063

Other 148,051 195,170

Total Operational Expense 2,617,401 3,457,007

Total Expense 14,032,843 16,560,556
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A Maricopa County constable knocks or> ;,:, ftL>n>:: 
2020 in Phoenix, Arizona. 

MOST TENANTS 
A RIGHT TO 
TO CHANGE 

EVICTION DON'T HAVE 
EYE LAWMAKERS WANT 

Numerous city councli nd state legislatures are debating 
giving renters a rig c0unsel, which can make the 
difference between staUi!ity and catastrophe. 

i1: Dzine County, Wisconsin, a tenant, who is 
non-verbal and facing evictic11. didn't appear al his virtual hearing. 

"He doesn't know Arneric8tt 
reported to the la11cllur(fs at 
the commissioner's in the L; 1~1·,; 

'No' or 'I know.' So thi" cou1 » ·· 

121ge." Commissioner J. Alberto Quiroga 
vvi1·'.! was displayed in a square underneath 

"Ti1E:: only way he responds is either, 
·::rr~ecl with his competency." 

"I'm not going to find him in zl,,f;;1t;;l v1hen he's disabled," said Quiroga, who set 
the case for trial next rncir;lli. l".1 :J1«.::c.liv if a tenant does not appear in court, a 

nt i.ile la:1cilord. 
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"That'll give h'm ·;omc:: to find 8 counsel. get an advocate," he said. "I can't 
find hirn in default under ~hese circumstances. I just think that would be 
egregious." 

The commissioner's decision was rare. In another two eviction cases heard that 
day, the tenants didn't sign on to the virtual hearing and the commissioner 
entered a default judgrne:·:t. Studies of several )filge cities' eviction data have 
shown that la11dlord~; wir· d:::au!t JUd,gments in a majority of eviction cases. 

Like most ten<inls facing eviction across the country, Dane County renters are 
not guaranteed a right to counsel in housing court. Tenants are left on their own 
to navigate an evolving ma.ce of federal and local directives that dictate when 
and how an eviction ca11 occl11-, a legal landscape that has become infinitely 
more confusing during the COVID-·19 pandemic. Local studies in recent decades 
have repeatedly .'2.ll.9_\!Y.n_\l1-0J_ci iargr,um!jority of landlords have counsel in 
housing court, while a sn:r1i1 minority of tenants have representation. 

Prior to the pandemic, Debra Puzzo, a co-dirnctor of the housing program at the 
Tenant Resource Center, said she went to the Dane County courthouse to make 
sure tenants and !and!orcfo knew their rights. When necessary, she directed 
tenants without 1·epresenlalion to pro bono attorneys. But with virtual hearings, 
those referrals have been nearly impossible to make, she said. Proceedings 
move so quickly, she said, that if she speaks to tenants at all, it's usually after 
they've already agreed to a payment arrangement or have an eviction trial 
coming up. 

"It's a very scary situ<1tirn1 '01· tenants because they're really cut off from even 
the meager resources that we1e civailable," said Puzzo. 

One of President Bid en's :tirnL~xe_cutive actions was to extend the federal 
moratorium on evictions to March 31. The moratorium, first imposed last spring, 
hasn't completely halted evictions. Since the start of the pandemic, landlords 
have filed for more tlL9JJ-2LLE_i.OP0 J;)victions in the five states and 27 cities 
tracked by the Eviction Lab al Princeton University. 

But momentum is building in cities, states, and in Congress to ensure every 
person facing eviction has an attorney. A maj9rity of American voters, including 
Democrats and Republicans, support a right to counsel in eviction proceedings, 
s.imilar to the right that exists for criminal cases, according to a new poll from 
Data for Progress and The Lab, a policy vertical of The Appeal. 

In criminal court, an attorney is provided to those who can't afford one, but no 
such universal right exists in housing court. The U.S. Supreme Court issued two 
separate rulings. in 1981 and 2011, that deny a right to counsel to petitioners in 
civil cases. In the first cas .. J. o parent was at risk of losing his parental rigb.N; in 
the second, a parent had bc;en rep_i:!atedly_jailed for not paying child support. 

"The Supreme Court has been incredibly hostile to the concept of right to 
counsel in civil cases." said John Pollock, the coordinator of the National 
Coalition for a Civil Right to Counsel. "If you don't get a right to counsel when 
your parental rights are being severed and you don't get a right to counsel when 
you're going to jail, it's hani to imagine what you do get a right to counsel for in 
their view." 

Instead of seeking a right to counsel through the courts, housing rights 

Pollock. 

215 



Elizabeth Weill­
Greenberg 

Feb 18, 2021 

SHARE 

f 

i 
"The cases are not simple." said Pollock. "The tenant may haJe paid the rent 

and the landlord may be saying they didn't ... If the tena,nt ditjn't pay the rent, 

they may have defenses as to they didn't pay." 

An attorney can make rhe diffi;:,1 

families, he said. 

D•::tween stability and catastrophe for 

"These people can lose in 8n eviction," said Pollock. "They can lose 

their kids potentially. They ccin bt:oon1e homeless. They can get jailed. They can 

lose their jobs." 

But despite the higli st;1kes. 1tcu cou11sel programs existed at the city, 

state, or federal l<:ivt!I .i11til './Co:ir, N;.?\N 'fork City Mayor Bill de Blasio 

,filgned..l.o1Q_l.ill'Y. the first progr2rn'; li1·3 r;ou11try. Six more cities have since 

followed suit: Philadelphia; l\Jewcu I•:. i'l8w Jersey; Boulder, Colorado; San 

Francisco; Cleveland; and. most r0cently, Baltimore. 

A study of New York City's P'"'i"' arn, which is being phased in over five years, 
showed that from July 1. 2019 tc 2020, 86 percent of households with 

counsel were cillowed to s:uy i11 ti i:omes. New York's program provides 

representation 

which guarantees legal 

L'''1ction. However, before the pandemic even 

In 2018, San Francisco vote1 s 

assistance to all peopie faci 

began, not alUen.QLLLs\i\leHl. 
attorneys, according to the [\IJ 

Development A study of the 

filings by 10 percent betwee1; :·!vi 

tenants stayed ln thoi: ho1m~~: 

"When people havro 

court," said Pollock. 

because of a shortage of 

, Office of lfousing and Community 

;;rogram shQ.\.llLed a decrease in eviction 

c111cl '..:'019. and 67 percent of represented 

what happens in housing 

Cleveland's program, which launched last summer, provides counsel to tenants 

who are at or below the feclernl poverty lino and have at least one child under 18 
in the home. tll.!i.e1Y.:tbu~Q_p_~rcj';nt o1 Lt:!Ple~.e.DJed.Je11ants seeking to avoid an 
eviction or other invo:1.· 
the program released ::isl 

Supporters of Bciitirnore's p1. 
the City Council approved a p: 

~ ·.r:pn:• sl!ccessfui, according to a report on 

: ">~p0ct to see similar results. In November, 
to be implemented over a four-year 

period, to grant counsel to nil r1"sicients facing eviction. The city's eviction rate 

is more thar]J1Y.LQ1;Ulw to the Evictions Study, a 
project of University o1 Ca!if:_,, 

researchers. An 
proceedings eit11er 

tenants, according to a 
imbalance affects the entin' 

a11d University of Washington 

were represented in eviction 
c1 <H1 :;1genr. compared with 1 percent of 

of evictions from 2019. This power 

"It's not just that w11i.111b cio: 1 I c0c1nsel. it's ti1at the landlords always have 
counsel in these cases." said Po!lcck "The courts essentially are really just 

there for the landlords. They'rp like, rrnt collection devices for the landlords." 

Tenants may not be able to 
childcare or t<1ke ()ff 

who don't aµpcar i111.:r.;ur1, 

huarings because they cannot arrange 
ha·;•) nn attorney to go in their place, 

tee! u!1 Pvic:tio11 is inevitable. 
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"If you know the outcome is a foregone conclusion whether you participate or 
not, why would you bother?" said Pollock. 

Black tenants 0re d 
to counsel a mattc'r of 

affected by evictions, which makes a right 
acco1·ding to housing rights activists. 

Mirroring a nationc;i trc110. L\''ctions in Baltimor·e, for instance, have historically 
fallen hardest on Black n;,;idents. Between July 2018 and June 2019, Black 
Baltimon·3 le nan ts were \;0 1ti£t?_d at a rate estimated to be three times higher than 
white tenants, according to the Evictions Study. 

In response to advoctitcs' lawmakers in several states are sponsoring 
right-to-counsel legislatioP. from city councils to state legislatures. Federal 
legislation to guarantee to counsei has not yet been introduced, but the 
stimulus bill that passeci in December included $.20 million to fund existing 
tenant representc:ition prog1·<1rns. 

City councils in hes110, California; _S_eattle; and Tulsa, Oklahoma, are 
considering similar ordinances. Last month, a hearing was held on a right-to­
counsel bill. proposed by Seattle City Councilmember Kshama Sawant, but no 
further action has been taken. 

Tenant right-to-coun0 1'"I bills have been introduced in seven states, including 
Washington state, Nebr<:1sk<o1. and Maryland. The proposed legislation differs, 
primarily, in who would receive reprnsentation. Nebraska's legislation, unlike 
the other six statewide bil wouicl grant a right to counsel for anyone in an 
eviction proceeding. A committee hearing was held earlier this month. 

In Washington, counsel would be provided to, among others, those who receive 
certain benefits, liki' food sLamps, or have an income at or below 200 percent of 
the federal poverty !me. (11 would also prnhibit evictions for unpaid rent that 
accrued between March 1, 2020. and the encl of the governor's moratorium on 
evictions.) The biil lids .cj§_(]Jed one hurdle-it passed out of the Senate 
Housing Committee earliei' this month, and on Tuesday a hearing was held 
before the Ways and Means Committee. 

"When the morato1·iu1Y1 here ends on March 31, in the absence of legal 
representation, in the ahscmce of legislative intervention, there will be a 
tsunami of evictions." sairi Jim Bamberger, director of the Office of Civil Legal 
Aid based .in Olympia. \/\fa:;I ,;; 1gto11. 

Last month, a hearing 011 M.;;.u:yland's right-to-counsel bill was held before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, but its members have not yet voted. The bill would 
create, over a four-year period, a statewide right-to-counsel program for 
households with an annuR! income that is at or below 50 percent of the state's 
median income. On VVedrwsday, a hearir1g on the comRanion bill occurred 
before the House Jud Committee. 

Between July and Nove1nber of last year, more than 2,500 households have 
been evicted in Marylcind, nccording to the Maryland District Court. 

"The laws and the protections that we put in place are only as good as the 
enforcement," said Matthew Hill, an attorney with the Baltimore-based Public 
Justice Center. "Providing folks access to counsel to help balance the scales of 
justice a little bit is one way that we can actually enforce the legal protections 
that are out there:· 

4/5 















Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma(LASO) Fact Sheet: 
 
LASO has 20 offices across Oklahoma. 
 
LASO employees 230 staff statewide of which 150 are staff attorneys, 
 
70 of the above referenced 150 staff attorneys are embeded at non-profits. 
 
In 2020, LASO closed 11,000 cases statewide impacting 25,000 persons 
 
The ratio of income eligible (125% of federal poverty guidelines) persons to LASO attorneys in the state 
is 11,000 to one. 
 
LASO serves:  Survivors of domestic violence, persons at risk of losing their home; Seniors, Veterans, 
disabled persons and persons leaving incarceration. 
 
LASO issues resolved include: personal safety/protection orders; preventing 
evictions/foreclosures/requiring repairs; Discrimination; Access to health/Sooner Care/Social security/ 
VA/ Medicare/ Food stamps; Consumer/fraud, debt collections; Income/unpaid wages/child 
support/unemployment/stimulus/tax credits; Family Stability/guardianships, 
custody/visitations/preventing foster care; employment/drivers and occupation licenses, ID, 
expungement/criminal justice fines and fees. 
 
LASO outcomes include:  Full Legal representation; brief services (wills, Power of attorneys and health 
care directives) and Legal advice/education.   Client outcomes achieved in 80% of LASO full legal 
representation efforts. 
 
The LASO OKC law office budget is $3,093,473.00.  134,000 persons in OKC are eligible for LASO 
services.  In 2020, LASO OKC law offices served 4,337 persons.   In 2020, LASO OKC law office closed 
1210 cases for Covid impacted clients and has over 300 open.      LASO OKC law office maintains 
embeded attorneys at the following locations:   YWCA OKC; Palomar; Sunbeam; Latino Community 
Development Association; TEEM, Remerge, Homeless Alliance; NorthCare; Oklahoma City/County Health 
Department, SSM St Anthony’s, OUHSC A Better Chance Clinic; OUHSC children’s clinic; Hope 
Community Services and the Community Action Agency.   
 
Michael G. Figgins, Esq.* 
Executive Director 
Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma, Inc. 
3800 N. Classen Blvd., Ste 230 
Oklahoma City, OK  73118 
Direct Dial:  405.488.6768 
Fax:  405.488.6112 
Michael.Figgins@laok.org 
*Licensed in Arizona, Florida, Nebraska, and South Dakota 
 

mailto:Michael.Figgins@laok.org


Outcome Primary Totals
4 0 4
2 1 3

43 0 43
49 1 50

Lump Sum Avoidance 40248.38
Lump Sum Recovery 0
Monthly Avoidance 936
Monthly Recovery 0
Total: 41184.38

Monetary Outcomes

Closed Cases 9/1/2020-2/28/2021

714 OKC CDBG Outcomes                                               

Additional
ADVICE: Increased Client’s knowledge of legal rights/options
HOUSING: Prevented loss of housing subsidy
HOUSING: Prevented or delayed eviction


